
 
 
 
 

REDMOND PARK BOARD 
Minutes 

February 5, 2004 
Old Redmond Schoolhouse Community Center 

 
I. Call to order 
 

The regular meeting of the Redmond Park Board was called to order by Chair Lori 
Snodgrass at 7:01 p.m. 
 
Board members present:  Lori Snograss, Seth Kelsey, David Ladd Sue Stewart; 
David Degenstein, Katherine Zak (Youth Advocate) 
 
Absent and Excused:  Suzanne Querry and Ann Callister 
 
City staff present: Danny Hopkins, Parks and Recreation Director, Tom Trueblood; 
Recreation Manager, Jean Rice; Park Planning Analyst, Phyllis Blower; 
Administrative Recreation Office Supervisor, Rich VanDerMark; Idylwood 
consultant. 
 
Welcome to Citizen Guests:  12 guests present 
 

II. Approval of Minutes 
 
Motion for approval of November 6, 2003 Redmond Park Board minutes as 
submitted by:  Seth Kelsey 
Second by:  David Ladd 
Motion carried:  5-0 unanimous 
 
Motion for approval of January 8, 2004 Redmond Park Board minutes as hard 
copy corrected by: Snodgrass - Add David Degenstein as present 
Motion for approval as corrected by:  Kelsey 
Second by:  Degenstein 
Motion carried:  5-0 unanimous 
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III. Items from the Audience 
A. Gene Owen E-Mail 
Gene Owen, Redmond resident – addressed the Board with his idea and interest in 
the development of a “Redmond Square” which is located in the epi-center of the 
old downtown area located at Leary and Redmond Ways, which currently is the home 
of AAA Transmission.  Owen felt this piece of property would make an ideal 
centralized common area, surrounded by the beautiful and historic buildings of old 
downtown and which would make a nice connection between Town Center and the old 
downtown district.  Owen also noted that a “park like” setting would also enhance 
the central part of the old downtown area.    
 
Stewart agreed that creating something with a historical feel would tie in well with 
the close proximity of O’Leary Park, where the clock tower and historical kiosk are 
located.   
 
Hopkins noted that Mr. Owens suggestion was timely and Parks staff would share 
this suggestion with the City’s Planning Department staff, who are currently 
working on the Downtown Chapter of the Redmond Comprehensive Plan. 
 

 
IV. Additions to the Agenda/Handouts 

Transportation Master Plan Calendar 
 Board received a handed out provided by Public Works and noted that this plan 

would significantly impact the existing trails system.  Upcoming reports will discuss 
the transportation plan and how it impacts the parks/trails system. 

 
V. Old Business 

A. Fees & Charges Public Input and Discussion – Tom Trueblood/Phyllis Blower 
Trueblood noted a slight correction to draft rate increase to the Sr. Center 
– Block scheduling rate – was typed $590, should have been $594. 
 
Trueblood noted that Parks fee rates are reviewed every 2 years and had 
not been raised for over 2-years.  During review periods a number of factors 
are taken into consideration as to whether to raise fees or not.  The 
proposed recommendation does not include raising all fees.  Fees are 
selectively raised dependant on necessity (spreadsheet handouts on 
proposed rate increases were given to the Board at their January meeting). 
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Questions from the Board last month which will specifically be addressed by 
staff at this meeting in reference to picnic rentals were; what (individuals, 
groups ,et. al.) specifically had been renting picnic shelters, why fees were 
being raised, why a recommended deposit was being proposed on shelters, 
recommended deposits for some additional kinds of rentals and timing of 
deposits and refunds. 
 
Julie Lynd – Redmond resident, inquired that in light of the City using school 
facilities, how many hours does the City charge out for use of the gym in the 
community center.  Trueblood responded that the community center gym is 
infrequently rented out, and the City does have a joint operating agreement 
with the school district; the City may use the facilities at no cost, the 
School District in turn uses community center facilities at no cost.  The City 
is a heavy user of school facilities, and gym space is well utilized for 
programed usage. 
 
Dave Haldaman, LK. Washington Youth Soccer Assn., inquired when rate 
changes would go into effect.  Trueblood responded if changes are approved 
by Board, the recommendation would go to Council.  Leaving the rate changes 
to go into effect in approximately April or May. 
 
Mark Bishop, Assistant Manager, Co-Rec Soccer Association, asked why an 
additional $16 ($8 per hour) surcharge is being added to the rental fee for 
the Grass Lawn Soccer Field.  Trueblood responded that the additional fee 
is put into a sinking fund account, which collects money over a period of time, 
and will be utilized for potential costs (possible 10+ years) in replacing the 
field turf. 
 
Kelsey inquired what the impact of the rate increase would have on low 
income families wanting to use the picnic shelters, types of usage and how 
often picnic shelters are being used without reservations, specifically Farrel 
McWhirter Park.  Blower responded that drop-ins are difficult to track, 
however, approximately 250 reservations are taken within March to 
September.  During July and August, picnic shelters are generally fully 
reserved Saturdays and Sundays and during the early evening hours. 
Reservations guarantee that a group of individuals can secure that picnic 
space.  The deposit guarantees groups will be accountable for keeping the 
area relatively clean and manageable for maintenance crews. 
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Ladd inquired if Redmond rates were comparable to other surrounding 
jurisdictions, and how would proposed changes net out relative to others.  An 
inquiry had been done with Bothell, Renton, Sammamish, City of Seattle and 
King County (Marymoor), Kirkland, Bellevue, cities that were comparable to 
Redmond.  Studies showed that most cities are charging per person fees, 
sometimes staggering amounts by the number in a specific group.  Redmond’s 
average groups range between 75 and 100 people, per rental.  Blower gave 
some examples of King County’s rates.  A slight growth in the size of groups 
has been seen in the last few years.   
 
Kelsey inquired about the length of time deposits are held by the City.  
Blower noted that no picnic reservation deposits had been charged to date, 
however deposits for other facilities were taken at the time of transaction, 
deposited and held until after the event, sometimes four or five months.   
 
Picnic shelter usage includes 40%-50% businesses/organizations, with the 
50%-60% private reservations at average group sizes of 75 to 100 people.   
 
Snodgrass inquired if scholarship opportunities were sought after, Blower 
responded that scholarship opportunities were not usually used for picnic 
rentals, but mostly for recreation programs.  Snodgrass asked staff to 
consider how the processing of low income reservation requests are done. 
 
Trueblood noted that scholarships for low-income status were reviewed at 
the administration’s judgment and that exceptions were sometimes made.  
Hopkins added that there is qualifying criteria to obtain scholarships.   
 
Blower noted that credit card usage was the most popular way to pay for and 
reserve picnic areas in lieu of checks or cash, this way the deposit can be 
credited back to their account without problem. 
 
Motion to adopt proposed user fees as recommended: 
Motion by: Kelsey 
Second by: Ladd 
Motion carried:  6-0 
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B. Idylwood Park Public Input and park Board Discussion 
Snodgrass reiterated some points of the last meeting and asked for public 
comment from the audience. 
 
Ken Bacon, Fairweather Condos resident – Mr. Bacon stated he would like 
more information on the whole master planning process of the Park and had 
some comments to make.  He likes and is excited about the stream 
restoration; he felt it was a definite improvement to the site, not only 
functionally, but also aesthetically.  He likes the idea of the row club’s 
interest in bringing rowing to the site, however due to noise issues, was 
opposed to having the facilities too close to the condos.   
 
Hopkins went over the three scenarios presented by the consultant at last 
months’ meeting and gave a brief presentation on “blended” ideas that came 
out of the January public meeting.  Some of the ideas discussed: 
 

• Not in favor of proposed building in meadow area – meadow area 
needs to remain as open as possible 

• Concern about the size of proposed buildings on site – not to 
overwhelm park 

• Row Club should modify building – one building – community type 
center 

• Playground centralized (properly located) in meadow area and sand 
volleyball 

• Trail system – interpretive signage along boardwalk 
• Keep with character of site 
• Currently in pre-application phase – long process ahead – Perrigo Park 

MP began six years ago (currently in develop stage) 
• Development budget is tight/lean 
• Long way to go in planning and development 
• Needs to make sure that the community well represented and work 

within the confines of the dialogue that is being presented 
• “Balanced reflection” is a fair reflection of all comments/suggestions 

from last months’ meeting 
• Row club has other issues – before a decision is finalized a pre-

application meeting with Planning will need to take place 
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Steve Issac – Sammamish Rowing Association – Mr. Issac reiterated from 
last months’ meeting some of the suggested ideas the Row Club had.   
 

• Launch house – need some sort of in water launch – somewhere on 
shoreline 

• Boathouse nearer to West Lake Sammamish Parkway – possible 
location where house is currently located 

• Need boathouse  
• Need dock outside of wetlands, north of stream 
• Need launch house – Six Whaler class boats (out of water & secure) – 

launches need to be at Idylwood – 20’x40’ covers six boats – height 
possible for a person to stand up – non-enclosed, no height element – 
no requirement to enclose 

• Security is another issue that needs to be addressed 
 
Degenstein inquired as to when noise is an issue.  Isacc responded that noise 
is generated when rowing occurs.   
 
Kathleen Baker, Fairweather Condo resident – responded that the launch is 
currently located off of Marymoor Park, which is not in a highly populated 
area so no noise is heard until the boats are entering the lake.  Baker 
opposes the relocation of the Sammamish Rowing Assn. to Idlywood Park due 
to the increased noise factor.  Baker also noted that the impact to the 
natural habitat would be affected and opens up potential vandalism issues 
and the noise that accompanies it. 
 
Snodgrass noted that part of the landscaping plan is to plant a hedge type 
growth along the fence between the park and the Fairweather Condos.  
Hopkins added that a “berming” concept was also being looked at for noise 
separation.   
 
Kathleen Bacon, Fairweather Condo resident – added that voices from the 
megaphone is also a problem.  Bacon noted that powerboats would also add to 
the noise.  Bacon also brought some photos of Heron on the dock in relation 
to the location of the rowing shells on the water. 
 
Snodgrass noted that environmental compliance, seasonal timing, habitat 
growth restoration, along with other requirements will need to be met. 
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Ladd asked what the relative noise factor for the crews was as opposed to 
the water users. 
 
Ken Bacon noted that currently there is a 300’ buffer where boats cannot 
come to the shore.  A boathouse with boats coming close to the shore would 
cause noise, pollution, day and night interference. 
 
Isacc responded that the Row Club has been addressing the issue of noise 
for the last year and trying to address and be more sensitive to the noise 
issues.  The Row Club has an e-mail address that the public can use to 
address any issues of concern – www.noise@srowing.com.   
 
Lynd suggested that the Boardwalk stay within the wetlands area and not to 
go out onto the water in order to keep from disturbing the habitat.  Lynd 
also commented that lakes are very privatized and that there is little open 
areas for recreation along lakes and hard to find.  She also encourages the 
“marriage” between the Rowing Association and the City to provide 
opportunities for citizens. 
 
Barbara Dixon – Redmond resident – reiterated on her previously e-mail 
directed to the Board with her concerns and suggestions.  Dixon’s basic 
comments were: 
 

• Rowing does need to be closer to the lake – access for vehicles, 
access to launch boats (walking through sensitive areas),  

• Concern about the slough area, where the shells currently leave from, 
sensitive area 

• The SRA should be located in one spot, not several 
• Board needs to be specific on rules – class hours, traffic, location, 

illegal parking, jogging participants, increased garbage, motor boats, 
financial – 40 yrs. too long for lease 

• Extra facilities – need as much access as possible for public 
• Active sports need to be closer to the lake 
• Make sure all environmental rules are abided by 
 

Snodgrass noted that at the termination of the lease, the structures would 
belong to the City.   
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Michelle Meston, Fairweather resident – spoke to the Redmond Planning 
Department and the Audubon Society requesting the City not remove the 
cottonwood trees located on site due to eagles nesting (16+ years).  She also 
requested that no docks or building structures be put in that area.  Meston 
requested that the salmon habitat be addressed. 
 
Hopkins summarized the plan, the SRA and Parks and Recreation staff will 
continue to work with appropriate staff and agencies to make sure all 
regulations are met.  Plan revisions will be  coming back to the Park Board 
for further consideration.  At this point Hopkins asked the Board to give 
comment. 
 
Ladd stated his concern, as a former resident of the area, regarding parking 
across West Lake Sammamish Parkway and how the public would ingress and 
egress over to the park.  Hopkins responded that as the plan progressed the 
parking, traffic safety and crosswalk issue would be addressed.  Ladd 
suggested a user-controlled stoplight. 
 
Kelsey requested that after the next public hearing and staff has come back 
with their recommendation/proposal that it is tied into three alternatives 
and what effect it will have on all three alternatives.  Hopkins responded 
that the preferred alternative plan will be inclusive of the best of all three 
alternatives as established by Board input and reflect ongoing work with the 
SRA.  Kelsey requested the Board receive the three alternatives with the 
combined proposal for further discussion. 
 
Degenstein reflected his concern regarding the rowing club coming to 
Idlywood causing too much activity in the park and the additional noise 
concern, as well as the launch house and the concern of noise even though a 
berm/shrubs would be located along the fence line. 
 
Stewart noted her concern regarding the boathouse, the environmental 
issues in reference to the shoreline and the noise concern of the residents 
south of the park.  She also inquired about the elevation of the boathouse at 
street level. 
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Isacc stated that the existing footprint could be worked into the hillside 
with the upper level above ground and the lower level plaza at ground level.  
The building would be of glass component, so that from the street one would 
be able to see the lake through the building.  The SRA will look at and 
welcomes all suggestions for the launch house. 
 
Zak inquired about the kayaks as possible rentals.  Isacc responded that the 
vision is as a rowing, kayaking, water sports facility.  Also, to make storage 
available for private boats and kayaks. 
 
Snodgrass agreed with a number of comments made by neighbors of the 
park in regards to the character of the park.  She agreed that keeping the 
open meadow open was an important asset to the park.  During the process 
of looking into relocating the dock, Snodgrass would like to see the boat 
launch near the dock site, at a location not readily visible from the meadow 
area.  
 
The Board requested a copy of the environmental report and wetland 
locations maps from staff. 
 
Snodgrass invited the public to comment via e-mail to 
parkboard@redmond.gov , or by mail or phone, or at the next Board meeting 
scheduled for March 4th. 
 
Idylwood Park project contact staff persons are Jean Rice at 425.556.2378 
and Tim Cox at 425.556.2334.   
 
 

 C. Coast Guard Naming 
Snodgrass reported that 300 application/notices were mailed out to 
surrounding neighbors.  Initial response was slight, staff “re-cast” the 
suggestions with the Historical Society (Naomi Hardy) suggesting Yoshitake 
Sunset Garden and also William H. White – Justice White, as suggestions.   
 
Julie Lynd, Redmond resident – agreed that Sunset Gardens would be an 
appropriate choice of a name, however felt that the original owner’s name 
(Yoshitake) would be most appropriate and due to the existing park naming 
rules, suggested a petition for acceptance to Council to do so. 
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Degenstein liked Sunset Gardens, which he felt, had a good and interesting 
historical significance. 
 
Ladd liked both Sunset Gardens, but leaned toward Coast Guard Park, which 
was the historical name for the park.  Board members agreed that a kiosk 
noting the historical phases of the site would be an interesting and 
informative to the public. 
 
Stewart liked Sunset Gardens and agreed on the historical kiosk idea.  She 
also suggested a small brightly planted area in addition. 
 
Snodgrass liked the historical aspect of the name, Sunset Gardens.  She felt 
the name fit the site and suggested that the Historical Society be included 
in the planning and information/background aspect of the historical 
marker/kiosk. 
 
Motion to approve the name Sunset Gardens by:  Sue Stewart 
Second by:  Ladd 
Motion carried:  5-0 
 

D. Comprehensive Plan Amendment 
Hopkins reported that on February 18, a joint meeting would be held to 
discuss the Comprehensive Plan Park and Recreation element, and invited 
Board members.  A general discussion of the Parks and Recreation chapter 
contents, organization and relationship to the Parks, Recreation and Open 
Space Plan (PRO Plan) is anticipated.   The Comp Plan will “dove tail” with the 
PRO Plan.  (November Board packets included Comprehensive Plan 
background information.) 

 
Due to limited space the Planning Dept. would like two representatives from 
each Board and Commission to attend.  Zak, Degenstein and Kelsey will 
represent the Board.   

 
 E. Municipal Campus Master Plan 

Kelsey, Zak and Querry attended the meeting.  Querry did a review for the 
Board.  Representatives would like to attend the March Board meeting with 
more information. 
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F. Volunteer Award 

Tabled to March 4, 2004 meeting. 
 
 

VII. New Business 
A. Board Re-Appointments – Chair/Vice Chair 

Board members up for re-appointment for March:  Snodgrass, Querry and 
Kelsey.  Re-appointment reconsideration needs to be addressed and 
requested to the Mayor office.   
 
At the March meeting, Board members will vote for a new 2004/2005 Chair 
and Vice Chair.  Upon request, Snodgrass and Querry will e-mail position 
duties to those that are interested. 

 
VIII. Reports 

A. Project Updates 
 

• Perrigo Park – Hopkins reported that a “soft” opening would occur on 
May 1st – some activity.  Grand Opening and ribbon cutting may be 
scheduled for July, coordinating with the Perrigo family reunion.  
Currently the park is 90% complete, with paving, parking lot striping 
and landscape scheduled for completion in the next few weeks. 

 
• Grass Lawn Park – Currently receiving some use.  March 1, the 

ballfield will be open to a new early league for play.  Ribbon cutting 
scheduled for June or July 2004. 

 
• Fire Station Plaza – Statue has been installed but is currently 

covered.  Completion is set for 2 to 2½ months – waiting for art bench 
and plaza area to be completed and bench installation will occur 
during that time.   

 
• CIP – Started, in progress.  Two-year “hard” commitment, but six 

year “vision” commitment. 
 

• Park Bond – Board will hold a special meeting on Monday, February 23 
at 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. @ the ORSCC to discuss proposed bond.  
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Park Board received a Scope of Work and cost for the consultant 
($23,000) – Trust for Public Lands (TPL).  The Board will receive a 
draft copy of the contract prior to the Mayor’s signature.  Upon 
approval TPL will present their plan on the initial steps of the 
process. 
 

• Anderson Park – Hopkins informed the Board that Parks is 
investigating the need of asking Council to increase funding.  Funding  
for the foundation/stabilization of the historic cabins onsite may be 
needed. 

 
• Idylwood Park – Current funding base is $100,000.  Hopkins will be 

asking for an additional $75,000.   
 

Other: 
 

Joint Trails Commission/Bike Pedestrian Committee Meeting 
February 11, 2004 
ORSCC 

 
Note:  Models of art sculptures for proposed artwork at Grass Lawn 
Park.  

 
Arts Commission has put together a tape on public art.  Board will 
view at next months’ meeting. 

 
 
IV. Adjournment 
 
 Motion to adjourn by:  David Degenstein 

Second by:  David Ladd  
Motion carried: 6-0 unanimous 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:26 p.m. 

 
By: ______________________________________ _________________ 
 Lori Snodgrass, Chair Date 
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Minutes prepared by Recording Secretary, Sharon Sato 
 

Next Regular Meeting 
March 2, 2004 

Room 201 
7:00 p.m. 

Location:  Old Redmond Schoolhouse Community Center 


